

2009 GUNTER FAMILY REUNION



  Submitted by Heather Campbell


After months of planning, mailings, and e-mailings, one hundred and twenty-six Gunter descendants registered for the 2009 Gunter Reunion held in Coe Hill from July 3rd to the 6th. Most of these participants were of the Abraham Gunter line but Andrew Gunter, brother of Abraham was also represented.


Registration began at noon on Friday in the Community Centre, the main hub of all the weekend’s activities. Günter’s from British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, as well as Michigan, U.S. A. attended. Old acquaintances were renewed and many new connections made. Ages ranged from eighteen months to 88 years.


Scrumptious breakfasts cooked by the Allyn Gunter family started each day. Within the Centre itself there was an ongoing silent auction, much visiting, several photo displays and a detailed ancestry chart provided by Heather (nee Gunter) and Frank Campbell for each  registered person. 


At lunchtime on Saturday, Reeve Dan McCaw honoured us with a warm welcome and a little Gunter-related history. On Saturday afternoon, as well as an ongoing Gunter-theme scavenger hunt around town, there was also a bussed “Heritage Tour” organized by Lorrie Minshall and Ivan Gunter. This educated us on the whereabouts of the original Gunter homesteads, the graves of the William Henry Gunter family and details of life in Salem both before and after so many of William Henry’s children went west to settle. The evening meal, catered by the United Church U.C. W., convinced everyone that the best cooks are in Coe Hill! Then we moved to the Legion Hall for a short “jam session” led by a few of the younger   Gunters and then a fun-filled evening of karaoke in which all ages participated. 


The weekend weather was wonderfully kind with Sunday being the sunniest of all. After breakfast there was the option of attending local church; in the afternoon at the fairgrounds there were various games, the traditional Gunter Gallop, continued visiting, and a horseshoe tournament (hard to beat those Western Gunter’s). Back at the Community Centre, BBQ’s were being set up outside, organized by Ron Minshall, and a wonderful steak dinner was an early evening treat. Prizes for the games, the horseshoe tournament and the scavenger hunt were awarded as well as the names announced of the successful bidders in the silent auction. Although many people had to head for home, those able to stay enjoyed an evening of “Family Memories” presentations. The Henry Gunter family even offered a song for all entitled “The Gunter Clan”.


Monday morning, after the final breakfast and fond good-byes, the weary but happy committee cleaned up. Keep checking www.gunterfamilyreunion.ca for recent pictures and for details of the next reunion whenever they are available. 

